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Art. XIV.— Two Cases of Labour, in both of which Haematocele of 
the Labia Pudendum occurred after Delivery, and in one Puerperal 
Convulsions seemed to be promptly arrested by the administration of 
a Large Dose of Bromide of Potassium. By Wm. H. Grant, M. D., 
of Ossipee, N. H. 

Case I.—September 14, 1867, about 10 o’clock P. M., I was called to 
Mrs. D., a very small, slender woman, set. 16, in her first confinement. 
She had had regular pains for six hours. On examination found the os 
uteri dilated to about the size of a half dollar; very rigid ; the pains con¬ 
tinuing strong until 6 o’clock A-M., with little progress. She was put 
under the influence of a mixture of chloroform and ether. In about a 
quarter of an hour the rigidity of the os yielded, and the head could be 
felt presenting. In an hour the head passed below the superior strait, 
occiput to sacrum, the pains continuing regular ; and at 5 o’clock P. M. 
she was delivered of a male child weighing 8f pounds. She took gvj of 
ether, and giij of chloroform, holding the inhaler herself, which was made 
of a piece of birch bark in the shape of a truncated cone, with a piece of 
sponge fastened about midway. About two hours after I left her, I was 
again called, and informed that she was in greater agony than before de¬ 
livery. On examination found a sanguineous tumour of left labium, the 
size of the child’s head. A fomentation of chamomile flowers was ordered, 
which relieved the pain, and the next day the size of the tumour was 
diminished; the third day it was opened, and discharged a large quantity 
of coagulated blood and serum. Fomentations were continued for a few 
days, when the tumour all subsided, and she got up very quickly. 

Case II.—A few minutes before the subject of Case I. was delivered, 
her sister-in-law, then just nine months advanced in pregnancy with her 
first child, came into the room, and remained a few minutes. She became 
very much excited, and that night was seized with a severe chill, after 
which she did not feel any motions of her child. I was called to attend 
her on the 27th September, at midnight, when she had suffered regular 
pains about eighteen hours. She was a short, very fleshy woman, weigh¬ 
ing 160 pounds; eighteen years of age. On examination found head pre¬ 
senting at the superior strait, occiput to sacrum. Not having been 
informed of her having experienced chills, and since that time she had not 
felt any motions of the child, I trusted the case to nature. The pains were 
very strong and forcing, and towards 3 o’clock A. M. the bag of waters 
broke, relieving her of an enormous quantity, and very perceptibly diminish¬ 
ing her size. The pains now became more severe, and not being able to 
prevent her from striking and biting every one who came near her, she 
was, about 5 o’clock, put under the influence of an anaesthetic, as in the 
first case, using the same apparatus, and allowing her to hold the inhaler. 
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In the evening of the same day the head had not passed below the superior 
strait, and was firmly impacted. By the use of the vectis the occiput was 
brought down, and its shortest diameter occupied the longest diameter of 
the pelvis. It made very slow progress from this time until the morning 
of the third day, the occiput then occupying the hollow of the sacrum. 
About this time the anoesthetic gave out, and no more could be obtained, 
she having used Jxvj of ether, and Jvj of chloroform. She was now as 
uncontrollable as before, and it was impossible to apply the forceps. She 
was, however, delivered by the natural process about 11 o’clock P. M. of 
a male child weighing lOf pounds, in an advanced stage of decomposition. 
She lost a large quantity of blood, and during the time drank several gal¬ 
lons of water, wjiich was immediately rejected, until it became necessary 
to allow her a few swallows only occasionally, notwithstanding her earnest 
entreaties for more. In about three hours after I left her, was again culled, 
and found her in convulsions. As soon as possible she was made to 
swallow 20 grs. of the bromide of potassium in solution, w'hen the convul¬ 
sions ceased. The medicine was continued in 5-gr. doses through the 
night. The next morning she was in great distress, and, on examination, 
I found both labia the seat of sanguineous tumours the size of a man’s 
fist. These were treated with fomentations of chamomile flowers, and 
entirely subsided in about a week. The day after delivery, the abdomen 
became very tender and painful, with a quick, hard pulse, and high fever. 
A large soap poultice was applied over the whole abdomen, and the vera- 
trurn viride, with spts. nitre, administered every four hours. The next 
day the symptoms were all more favourable, and she gradually improved, 
with the exception of complete paralysis of the sphincter of anus and 
bladder, passing the contents of both involuntarily; from this she has but 
partially recovered up to this date, January 23, 1868. 

Ossipbe, N. H. 


Art. XV_ Cancer of the Rectum and Liver, with Stricture of the 

Rectum; Death; Autopsy; Diagnosis confirmed by the Microscope. By 
A. M. Williams, A.M., M.D.., of Springborough, Crawford County, 
Pennsylvania. 

The following case is related with the object of throwing some light 
upon the pathology of a most interesting disease, and with the hope of 
showing some points of rare interest which have been overlooked :— 

0. B., aged 53, a retired merchant, but in early life a very hard labourer; 
temperate, and the head of a large and influential family; tall, and of more 
than ordinary physical development, came under my care in January, 1868, 
haviug been under treatment by another physician of a neighbouring town. 



